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 5 

Minutes 6 

November 18, 2020 7 

 8 

The Board of Educational Examiners (Board or BoEE) held its monthly meeting on 9 

November 18, 2020 via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Sara Yedlik, Chair, 10 

called the meeting to order.  Members attending were Kathy Behrens (joined at 4:10 11 

p.m.), Dr. Larry Bice, Tim Bower, Chad Janzen, Dr. Kristen Rickey, and Dr. Tony 12 

Voss.  Also in attendance was Mike Cavin, Interim Executive Director, Darcy 13 

Hathaway, Attorney/Investigator, and Jesse Ramirez, Assistant Attorney General.  14 

Dave Harper, Rhonda McRina, and Erin Schoening were unable to attend.  (The open 15 

session portion of the meeting was streamed Live on Facebook.) 16 

 17 

Tony Voss moved, with a second by Tim Bower, to approve the agenda.  MOTION 18 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 19 

 20 

Kristen Rickey moved, with a second by Larry Bice, that the Board go into closed 21 

session for the purpose of discussing confidential mental health information and 22 

complaints, and the decision to be rendered in a contested case, pursuant to Iowa 23 

Code sections 21.5(a) and (f).  Roll call vote: Behrens – yes; Bice – yes; Bower – yes; 24 

Janzen – yes; Rickey – yes; Voss – yes; Yedlik – yes.   MOTION CARRIED 25 

UNANIMOUSLY. 26 

 27 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Kristen Rickey, that the Board adopt the Proposed 28 

Decision in case number 20-13, In the Matter of Michael Yauney, as its final 29 

decision and issue a final order incorporating the Proposed Decision as the decision of 30 

the Board.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (Jesse Ramirez left the meeting 31 

during the discussion of this case in closed session.) 32 

 33 

 34 



 2 

Larry Bice moved, with a second my Kristen Rickey, that the Board not initiate review 1 

of the proposed decision in case numbers 19-144 and 19-150, In the Matter of 2 

Jerald Harter, and allow the proposed decision to become the final decision of the 3 

Board unless an appeal is taken by one of the parties within the time allowed by rule. 4 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (Jesse Ramirez left the meeting during the 5 

discussion of this case in closed session.) 6 

 7 

Kristen Rickey moved, with a second by Kathy Behrens, to extend the 180-day 8 

deadline for issuance of the final decision in case number 20-73, based upon the 9 

need to conduct the hearing set for January 22, 2021, and the need to review the 10 

proposed decision.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (Jesse Ramirez left the 11 

meeting during the discussion of this case in closed session.) 12 

   13 

Kathy Behrens moved, with a second by Larry Bice, to extend the 180-day deadline for 14 

issuance of the final decision in case number 20-75, based upon the amount of time 15 

needed to complete the investigation.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (Jesse 16 

Ramirez left the meeting during the discussion of this case in closed session.) 17 

 18 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Kathy Behrens, to extend the 180-day deadline for 19 

issuance of the final decision in case number 20-76, based upon the amount of time 20 

needed to complete the investigation.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  (Jesse 21 

Ramirez left the meeting during the discussion of this case in closed session.) 22 

 23 

Request for reinstatement:  Case No. 16-24 Brian Weig (respondent).  Respondent was 24 

charged with soliciting, encouraging, or consummating a romantic or otherwise 25 

inappropriate relationship with a student. Investigation revealed numerous text 26 

messages and phone conversations, as well as a gift from the respondent to the 27 

student. The settlement agreement imposed a reprimand and minimum three-year 28 

suspension. Respondent was ordered to complete the ethics course and a mental 29 

health evaluation, and comply with any recommendations for treatment. He has 30 

submitted an ethics transcript and mental health evaluation.  Kristen Rickey moved, 31 

with a second by Larry Bice, that in case number 16-24, the Board reject the 32 

Respondent’s request for reinstatement and issue an order stating that the respondent 33 



 3 

has not provided sufficient evidence for the board to conclude that the basis for the 1 

suspension no longer exists and it would be in the public interest for the license to be 2 

reinstated.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 3 

 4 

Communication from the Public 5 

None. 6 

 7 

Board Member Reports 8 

None. 9 

 10 

Executive Director’s Report 11 

Legislative Reception:  The legislative reception is currently scheduled for Thursday, 12 

January 14, 2021, in the Capitol Rotunda.   The board decided to discuss this again at 13 

the December meeting to determine if it should still take place due to COVID-19.  At 14 

that time, the Board will consider other options to reach out and communicate with 15 

legislators.   16 

 17 

Rules 18 

Adopt:  19 

Tony Voss moved, with a second by Tim Bower, that the board adopt the proposed 20 

amendments to IAC 282 Chapters 13, 18, 22, 27 (HF 2627) Reciprocity (ARC 5216C) 21 

with the additional language regarding retroactivity.   MOTION CARRIED 22 

UNANIMOUSLY. 23 

   24 

Tony Voss moved, with a second by Kristen Rickey, that the board adopt the proposed 25 

amendments to IAC 282 Chapter 22 (HF 2454) Career and Technical (ARC 5215C).  26 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 27 

 28 

Chad Janzen moved, with a second by Kathy Behrens, that the board adopt the 29 

proposed amendments to IAC 282 Chapter 25 (SF 2360) Ethics Code (ARC 5214C).  30 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 31 

 32 



 4 

Kristen Rickey moved, with a second by Tim Bower, that the board adopt the proposed 1 

amendments to IAC 282 Chapters 1-6, 11 (HF 2389) Waivers (ARC 5213C).  MOTION 2 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 3 

 4 

Tony Voss moved, with a second by Larry Bice, that the board adopt the proposed 5 

amendments to IAC 282 Chapters 13, 15, 18, 22, 23 Endorsement Changes (ARC 6 

5212C).  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 7 

 8 

ARRC Review Pending: 9 

IAC 282 Chapter 13, Dyslexia Specialist Endorsement (ARC 5293C).  2020 Iowa Acts, 10 

Senate File 2356, directs the Iowa Board of Educational Examiners to collaborate with 11 

the Iowa Reading Research Center to create a dyslexia specialist endorsement.  12 

 13 

Notice: 14 

None. 15 

 16 

Items for Discussion:  17 

None. 18 

 19 

Petition for Waiver 20 

Tony Voss moved, with a second by Kristen Rickey, that the Board grant PFW 20-06, 21 

Amy DeBoer.   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  Reasons for granting:  The 22 

Board received a Petition from Amy DeBoer requesting a waiver of the rule for the 23 

substitute authorization.  Ms. DeBoer holds an associate’s degree from Nettleton 24 

Career College, which is not regionally accredited.  Ms. DeBoer has successfully 25 

completed the substitute authorization course, and has several years of experience 26 

working with students as a paraeducator.  The substitute authorization gives the 27 

holder fairly limited authority, and Ms. DeBoer has several years of experience working 28 

with students. Given these considerations, as well as the fact that Governor Kim 29 

Reynolds’ current emergency proclamation allows the Board to issue substitute 30 

authorizations to those who hold an associate’s degree, the Board finds it would create 31 

an undue hardship if it were to deny Ms. DeBoer’s request to waive the requirement of 32 

a bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited institution.  The Board has granted 33 



 5 

waivers in somewhat similar cases.  Past granted waivers have involved baccalaureate 1 

degrees rather than associate’s degrees. However, as noted above, the Board is 2 

currently authorized to issue substitute authorizations to those who hold an 3 

associate’s degree. In light of this precedent, the Board found granting the waiver 4 

would not cause prejudice to the substantial legal rights of any person.  The rule from 5 

which Ms. DeBoer seeks a waiver is not specifically mandated by statute or any other 6 

provision of law, and, accordingly, may be waived by the Board.  The substitute 7 

authorization carries limited authority, as the holder cannot serve for extended periods 8 

of time in one assignment.  The Board finds that Ms. DeBoer has presented clear and 9 

convincing evidence that waiving the rule in question to grant this authorization would 10 

not compromise public health, safety, or welfare. 11 

 12 

Reports/Approvals  13 

None. 14 

 15 

There being no further business, Chad Janzen moved, with a second by Tony Voss, to 16 

adjourn the meeting at 5:05 p.m.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 17 

 18 
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