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 5 

Minutes 6 

May 21, 2021 7 

 8 

The Board of Educational Examiners (Board or BoEE) held its monthly meeting on 9 

May 21, 2021 via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Sara Yedlik, Board Chair, 10 

called the meeting to order.  Members attending were Kathy Behrens, Dr. Larry Bice, 11 

Tim Bower (left at 9:00 a.m.), Dave Harper, Rhonda McRina (joined at 8:20 a.m.), Dr. 12 

Kristen Rickey, Erin Schoening and Dr. Tony Voss.  Also, in attendance was Mike 13 

Cavin, Interim Executive Director, Darcy Hathaway, Attorney/Investigator and Diane 14 

Dennis, Investigator.  Chad Janzen and Jesse Ramirez, Assistant Attorney General, 15 

were unable to attend.  (The open session portion of the meeting was streamed Live on 16 

Facebook.) 17 

 18 

Tony Voss moved, with a second by Dave Harper, to approve the agenda.  MOTION 19 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 20 

 21 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Tim Bower, to approve the consent agenda 22 

(minutes for April 23, 2021).  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 23 

 24 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Kristen Rickey, that the Board go into closed 25 

session for the purpose of discussing closed session minutes, whether to initiate 26 

licensee disciplinary proceedings, and the decision to be rendered in a contested case, 27 

pursuant to Iowa Code sections 21.5(a), (d), and (f).   Roll call vote: Behrens – yes; Bice 28 

– yes; Bower – yes; Harper – yes; McRina – absent; Rickey – yes; Schoening – yes; Voss 29 

– yes; Yedlik - yes.   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 30 

 31 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Kristen Rickey, that in case number 19-46, the 32 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 33 



 2 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC rules 25.3(1)(b)(2), 25.3(1)(e)(1), and 1 

25.3(6)(c), and order this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 2 

 3 

Kristen Rickey moved, with a second by Kathy Behrens, that in case number 21-09, 4 

the Board find that, although one or more of the allegations in the complaint may be 5 

substantiated by the witnesses interviewed in the course of the investigation [and/or] 6 

the documents gathered in the course of the investigation, and the allegations may 7 

constitute a technical violation of the board’s statute or administrative rules; the 8 

evidence before the board indicates that the alleged violation was an isolated incident, 9 

and adequate steps have been taken to remedy the violation and to ensure that 10 

incidents of a similar nature do not occur in the future. The Board will not pursue 11 

formal disciplinary action in this matter.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 12 

 13 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Kathy Behrens, to extend the 180-day deadline for 14 

issuance of the final decision in case number 20-136, based upon the amount of time 15 

needed to complete the investigation due to pending criminal charges.  MOTION 16 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 17 

 18 

Kathy Behrens moved, with a second by Larry Bice, to extend the 180-day deadline for 19 

issuance of the final decision in case number 20-138, based upon the need to 20 

conduct the hearing and the need to review the proposed decision.   Roll call vote: 21 

Behrens – yes; Bice – yes; Bower – yes; Harper – yes; McRina – yes; Rickey – yes; 22 

Schoening – yes; Voss – yes; Yedlik - recused.   MOTION CARRIED. 23 

  24 

Kristen Rickey moved, with a second by Kathy Behrens, to extend the 180-day 25 

deadline for issuance of the final decision in case number 20-139, based upon the 26 

need to conduct the hearing and the need to review the proposed decision.  MOTION 27 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 28 

 29 

Request for Reinstatement:   Case Number 18-94, Daniel Reisner – Per his final order 30 

dated August 22, 2018, Mr. Reisner was suspended for a minimum period of two years 31 

after he was charged with being at work while under the influence of alcohol.  He was 32 

ordered to complete an ethics course.  Mr. Reisner did complete the ethics course and 33 



 3 

submitted his transcript and his request for reinstatement.  He has met the necessary 1 

requirements for reinstatement.  Kristen Rickey moved, with a second by Kathy 2 

Behrens, that the Board grant the respondent’s request for reinstatement in case 3 

number 18-94, and issue an order stating that the basis for the suspension no longer 4 

exists, and it would be in the public interest for the license to be reinstated.  MOTION 5 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 6 

 7 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Kristen Rickey, that the board approve the closed 8 

session minutes for April 23, 2021.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 9 

  10 

Communication from the Public 11 

Michelle Morse addressed the board regarding her petition for waiver which was 12 

discussed later in the meeting.  Ms. Morse is the superintendent of Bettendorf 13 

Community School District.  She thanked the board for their time and consideration 14 

to review her request. 15 

 16 

Board Member Reports 17 

None. 18 

 19 

Executive Director’s Report 20 

Legislative Update:  The session ended and the following legislation has been signed by 21 

the Governor and will affect the BoEE: 22 

SF 532:  Adds SPR for behavior analysts and mental health professionals.  We have 23 

begun developing rules.  Notification will be released to LEAs and AEAs in our summer 24 

newsletter. 25 

HF 675:  Substitute authorization degree change to associate’s or 60 semester hours, 26 

day limit of 10 days in a 30-day period.  This enacts our previous proposal which was 27 

placed on a session delay.   28 

HF 770:  Allows for up to ½ of renewal credits to be earned through IPDP plans. 29 

HF 813:  Charter School – all teachers practicing in a charter school are required to be 30 

licensed through the BoEE.  Amendment 1425 stipulates that charter school 31 

administrators may hold a BoEE license as an administrator or hold an authorization 32 



 4 

as a charter school administrator.  (The BoEE will need to develop a new authorization 1 

for charter school administrator.) 2 

HF 744:  Would add potential sanctions for violating first amendment rights of others. 3 

The following have been passed by the House and Senate but not signed by the 4 

Governor: 5 

HF 802:  Provides requirements related to racism or sexism trainings; diversity and 6 

inclusion efforts by governmental agencies and entities, school districts, and public 7 

post-secondary educational institutions.  This may impact our ethics presentations 8 

and training to the field. 9 

HF 868:  Education appropriations (fees for professional practices).  This would allow 10 

our agency to collect and access fees associated with the investigation of license 11 

sanctions against an administrator.   12 

 13 

Agency Update:    14 

We are continuing extensions upon request due to the Governor’s Proclamation.   15 

 16 

We are also continuing to receive fingerprint cards in the mail and have been able to 17 

issue licenses without major delays. We anticipate opening up the office for 18 

fingerprinting appointments only the second week of June.  We have ordered 19 

partitions for our front reception area to protect staff when they are doing 20 

fingerprinting.  We are working with DAS regarding directives on staff returning to 21 

State buildings. (A meeting is scheduled on May 28th for state agency directors.)    22 

 23 

Darcy Hathaway, BoEE attorney and investigator, will be leaving the BoEE in early 24 

July.  We are working with DAS regarding the posting of her position and hiring a 25 

replacement. 26 

 27 

We are continuing to work with the Governor’s Office to fill our two open board 28 

member seats. 29 

 30 

Still no word from the Governor’s Office regarding the BoEE Executive Director 31 

replacement. 32 

 33 



 5 

Licensure Update:  We are seeing an increase in conditional licensure as well as out-1 

of-state applications. 2 

 3 

Financial Report:  Interim Executive Director Cavin reviewed the financials for April 4 

2021.   5 

 6 

Interim Executive Director Cavin is working with DAS on our budget for the next three 7 

years.  This will be submitted in mid-June.  Projections look good. 8 

 9 

The State of Iowa is implementing a new protocol (NIC) for online payments for all 10 

state agencies for processing credit card payments, as well as other features. We 11 

currently use US Bank to process our online credit card payments.  Right now, we 12 

have been passing this cost onto the licensee with a $3.00 service charge for each 13 

online payment.  The new fee increase will be approximately $.068 ($3.68).  Increasing 14 

the service fee to $4.00 or $4.25 to cover the cost of the increase in fees is not in the 15 

best interest of the agency or the individuals we serve.  Although sizable ($18,663 16 

during a low application year and $21,913 during a high application year), our income 17 

and cost saving strategies we have implemented over the years will help us absorb the 18 

cost.   We hope to be able to absorb the cost which would be feasible for a period of 19 

time.  We have not increased processing fees for about 15 years. We need to update 20 

the licensing system in order to implement the new online payment process.  We 21 

received a grant from the State to do the work within the system.  Therefore, there will 22 

be no cost to us to make the updates. We will begin the updates in the Summer and 23 

the launch of the new system will be in the Fall. 24 

 25 

Our board meeting and retreat is scheduled for June 24-25, 2021, and will take at 26 

Hawkeye Community College Adult Learning Center (120 Jefferson Street) in Waterloo 27 

(home of board member Rhonda McRina).  The retreat will take place on Thursday, 28 

June 24, from 1-4:30 p.m.  The board meeting will take place on Friday, June 25, 29 

beginning at 8:00 a.m.   30 

 31 

 32 

 33 



 6 

Rules 1 

Adopt:  2 

None. 3 

 4 

ARRC Review Pending: 5 

IAC 282 Chapters 13, 15, 18, 20, 22, 24, 27 – Degree Change.   6 

IAC 282 Chapter 16 – SPR for Behavior Analysts and Mental Health Professionals. 7 

IAC 282 Chapters 13, 14, 26, 27 – Deaf and Hard of Hearing References. 8 

 9 

Notice: 10 

None. 11 

 12 

Items for Discussion:  13 

None. 14 

 15 

Petition for Waiver 16 

Tony Voss moved, with a second by Larry Bice, that the Board table PFW 21-05, 17 

Michelle Morse, to allow the petitioner more time to work with BoEE staff to 18 

supplement and clarify the petition.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   Ms. Morse 19 

did not hold Iowa residency when she applied for licensure, as required by House File 20 

2627 for applicants seeking a license with no coursework deficiencies. For reasons 21 

outlined in her petition, she did not establish Iowa residency until after her 22 

application. She is asking the Board to waive the residency requirement so she may 23 

receive a license without coursework deficiencies.  HF 2627 required the applicant to 24 

hold their non-Iowa license for one full year, and have Iowa residency at the time of 25 

application. The same requirements were applied in the rules regarding retroactive 26 

application of exchange licenses issued prior to January 1, 2021.  (Interim Executive 27 

Director Cavin will contact Ms. Morse and have her submit additional documentation 28 

in support of meeting the requirements through coursework and work experience. The 29 

petition will be amended to cite the specific rules with the content requirements. The 30 

PFW will be discussed at the June meeting.)   31 

 32 

 33 



 7 

Reports/Approvals  1 

None. 2 

 3 

There being no further business, Larry Bice moved, with a second by Tony Voss, to 4 

adjourn the meeting at 9:30 a.m.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 5 

 6 
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