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Minutes 6 

October 15, 2021 7 

 8 

The Board of Educational Examiners (Board or BoEE) held a meeting on October 15, 9 

2021.  Sara Yedlik, Board Chair, called the meeting to order.  Members attending were 10 

Kathy Behrens, Dr. Larry Bice, Pam Bleam, Dave Harper (via Zoom), Chad Janzen, 11 

Rhonda McRina, Dr. Kristen Rickey, Erin Schoening and Dr. Tony Voss.  Also, in 12 

attendance was Mike Cavin, Executive Director, Nicole Proesch, Attorney/Investigator, 13 

Diane Dennis, Investigator, Greg Horstmann, Consultant/Investigator, and Kristi 14 

Traynor, Assistant Attorney General.  Tim Bower was unable to attend. 15 

 16 

Mike Cavin introduced the BoEE’s newest board member – Pam Bleam.  Ms. Bleam is 17 

an elementary counselor in the Manson Northwest Webster Community School 18 

District.  (Additional information regarding Ms. Bleam can be found on the BoEE 19 

website.) 20 

 21 

Tony Voss moved, with a second by Chad Janzen, to approve the agenda.  MOTION 22 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 23 

 24 

Tony Voss moved, with a second by Kristen Rickey, to approve the consent agenda 25 

(minutes for September 10, 2021).  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 26 

 27 

Kristen Rickey moved, with a second by Erin Schoening, that the Board go into closed 28 

session for the purpose of discussing closed session minutes, whether to initiate 29 

licensee disciplinary proceedings, and the decision to be rendered in a contested case, 30 

pursuant to Iowa Code sections 21.5(1)(a), (d), and (f).   Roll call vote: Behrens – yes; 31 

Bice – yes; Bleam – yes; Harper – yes; Janzen – yes; McRina – yes; Rickey – yes; 32 

Schoening – yes; Voss – yes; Yedlik - yes.   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 33 

 34 



 2 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Erin Schoening, that in case number 21-93, the 1 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 2 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC rule 25.3(2)(b), and order this case 3 

set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 4 

 5 

Kristen Rickey moved, with a second by Chad Janzen, that in case number 21-89, the 6 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 7 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC rule 25.3(3)(e), and order this case 8 

set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 9 

 10 

Chad Janzen moved, with a second by Larry Bice, that in case number 21-58, the 11 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 12 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC rules 25.3(6)(c) and (d), 25.3(8)(a) 13 

and (b), and order this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 14 

 15 

Erin Schoening moved, with a second by Kristen Rickey, that in case number 21-96, 16 

the Board find that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 17 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 18 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 19 

matter.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 20 

 21 

Chad Janzen moved, with a second by Kristen Rickey, that in case number 21-94, the 22 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 23 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC rule 25.3(1)(e)(4), and order this 24 

case set for hearing.  Roll call vote: Behrens – yes; Bice – yes; Bleam – yes; Harper – 25 

yes; Janzen – yes; McRina – yes; Rickey – yes; Schoening – recused; Voss – yes; Yedlik 26 

- yes.   MOTION CARRIED. 27 

 28 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Erin Schoening, that in case number 21-06, the 29 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 30 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC rules 25.3(1)(e)(3)&(4) and  31 

25.3(1)(b)(1)2, and order this case set for hearing.   MOTION CARRIED 32 

UNANIMOUSLY. 33 



 3 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Chad Janzen, that in case number 21-106, the 1 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 2 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC rule 25.3(5)(a)(2), and order this 3 

case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 4 

 5 

Chad Janzen moved, with a second by Erin Schoening, that in case number 21-102, 6 

the Board find that, although one or more of the allegations in the complaint may be 7 

substantiated by the witnesses interviewed in the course of the investigation [and/or] 8 

the documents gathered in the course of the investigation, and the allegations may 9 

constitute a technical violation of the board’s statute or administrative rules; the 10 

evidence before the board indicates that the Board will not pursue formal disciplinary 11 

action in this matter.  Roll call vote: Behrens – yes; Bice – yes; Bleam – yes; Harper – 12 

yes; Janzen – yes; McRina – yes; Rickey – recused; Schoening – yes; Voss – yes; Yedlik 13 

- yes.   MOTION CARRIED. 14 

 15 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Erin Schoening, that in case number 21-100, the 16 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 17 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC rules 25.3(6)c, d, e and t, and 18 

25.3(8)a, and order this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 19 

 20 

Kristen Rickey moved, with a second by Chad Janzen, that in case number 21-80, the 21 

Board find probable cause to establish a violation of the following provisions of the 22 

Code of Professional Conduct and Ethics, 282 IAC rules 25.3(1)(e)(4), 25.3(6)(c) and 23 

(d), and order this case set for hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 24 

 25 

Chad Janzen moved, with a second by Larry Bice, that in case number 21-113, the 26 

Board find that the evidence gathered in the investigation, including witness 27 

statements and the documentary evidence, does not substantiate the allegations in the 28 

complaint, and that the Board therefore lacks probable cause to proceed with this 29 

matter.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 30 

 31 

Kristen Rickey moved, with a second by Erin Schoening, that the Board accept the 32 

respondent’s waiver of hearing and voluntary surrender in case number 18-147, and 33 



 4 

that the Board issue an order permanently revoking the license with no possibility of 1 

reinstatement.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 2 

 3 

Erin Schoening moved, with a second by Chad Janzen, that in case number 20-139, 4 

the Board accept the agreement submitted by the parties, and issue an Order 5 

incorporating the agreement of the parties and imposing the agreed upon sanction.  6 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 7 

 8 

Chad Janzen moved, with a second by Erin Schoening, that in case number 21-57, 9 

the Board accept the agreement submitted by the parties, and issue an Order 10 

incorporating the agreement of the parties and imposing the agreed upon sanction.  11 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 12 

 13 

Kristen Rickey moved, with a second by Larry Bice, to extend the 180-day deadline for 14 

issuance of the final decision in case number 21-50, based upon a delay in the 15 

hearing due to a request for continuance by the complainant.  MOTION CARRIED 16 

UNANIMOUSLY. 17 

 18 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Erin Schoening, to extend the 180-day deadline 19 

for issuance of the final decision in case number 21-55, based upon the amount of 20 

time needed to complete the investigation.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 21 

 22 

Erin Schoening moved, with a second by Kristen Rickey, to extend the 180-day 23 

deadline for issuance of the final decision in case number 21-56, based upon the 24 

need to schedule the hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 25 

 26 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Kristen Rickey, to extend the 180-day deadline for 27 

issuance of the final decision in case number 21-58, based upon the need to schedule 28 

the hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 29 

 30 

Chad Janzen moved, with a second by Erin Schoening, to extend the 180-day deadline 31 

for issuance of the final decision in case number 21-73, based upon the need to 32 

schedule the hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 33 



 5 

Kristen Rickey moved, with a second by Larry Bice, to extend the 180-day deadline for 1 

issuance of the final decision in case number 21-74, based upon the amount of time 2 

needed to complete the investigation.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 3 

 4 

Erin Schoening moved, with a second by Chad Janzen, to extend the 180-day deadline 5 

for issuance of the final decision in case number 21-76, based upon the need to 6 

schedule the hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 7 

 8 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Kristen Rickey, to extend the 180-day deadline for 9 

issuance of the final decision in case number 21-80, based upon the need to schedule 10 

the hearing.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 11 

 12 

Erin Schoening moved, with a second by Chad Janzen, to extend the 180-day deadline 13 

for issuance of the final decision in case number 21-81, based upon the amount of 14 

time needed to complete the investigation  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 15 

 16 

Chad Janzen moved, with a second by Erin Schoening, to extend the 180-day deadline 17 

for issuance of the final decision in case number 21-82, based upon the amount of 18 

time needed to complete the investigation  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 19 

 20 

Larry Bice moved, with a second by Rhonda McRina, that the Board approve the 21 

closed session minutes for September 10, 2021.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 22 

 23 

Communication from the Public 24 

None. 25 

 26 

Board Member Reports 27 

Tony Voss thanked Larry Bice and Joanne Tubbs for their presentations at a recent 28 

School Administrators of Iowa Executive Leaders meeting – great and useful 29 

information.  30 

 31 

Kristen Rickey, along with other superintendents in her region, received an email from 32 

Senator Mathis.  Senator Mathis would like to schedule four roundtables and asked 33 



 6 

the superintendents to identify a group of 15-20 administrators, parents, teachers, 1 

etc., to discuss the teacher shortage and the impact on education. 2 

 3 

Dave Harper inquired regarding graduates who are not yet 21 years of age and their 4 

request for licensure.  Executive Director Cavin said that he receives approximately 2-5 

3 requests per year.  (It is in code that a licensee must be at least 21 years of age.) 6 

 7 

Rhonda McRina asked if there were any updates regarding Last Dollar Scholarships 8 

for education majors.   9 

 10 

Larry Bice reported that the Department of Education is mandated by legislation from 11 

this past year – HF 868, to operate a task force to study ways to increase diversity in 12 

the teacher workforce. Joanne Tubbs is serving on this committee along with others 13 

from colleges/universities, SAI, ISEA, businesses, etc. A report with recommendations 14 

will be submitted to the Iowa Legislature in December. 15 

 16 

Executive Director’s Report 17 

Legislative Update:   18 

Nicole Proesch is working on guidance for districts regarding HF 802 and an 19 

application to complaints against licensed staff.  We have requested the Governor’s 20 

Office to review.  If okay, we will distribute with IASB and DE guidance.  We do not 21 

have authority over curriculum, but would be required to process complaints if 22 

submitted for violation of HF 802. 23 

 24 

There have been no additional meetings with the Governor on Workforce or Education 25 

bills that might be submitted on behalf of the Governor. 26 

 27 

Agency Update:   28 

We have hired a new Clerk Specialist, Meredith Hawk.  She will start on October 18 29 

and will be assisting in our processing of renewals and issuance of licenses. 30 

 31 
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We will begin advertising for a new consultant within the next week to replace a 1 

combined position of Linda Espey, who retired in July, and Director Cavin’s previous 2 

consultant position due to his appointment as Executive Director. 3 

Nicole Proesch has been working on a new presentation to the field on inappropriate 4 

relationships.  This is a more of a, “what to look out for.”  Our goal is to offer this to 5 

LEA’s, AEA’s and professional conference meetings (SAI, IASB, etc.).  We will update 6 

the board on the progress of this presentation. 7 

 8 

Nicole Proesch and Diane Dennis will be attending the Professional Practices Institute 9 

(PPI) for NASDTEC next week in Oklahoma City.  They will provide feedback on the 10 

conference at our December board meeting. 11 

 12 

We are still waiting on word from the Governor’s Office (Boards and Commission) on 13 

our final board member appointment. 14 

 15 

Licensure Update:   16 

BEDS is underway.  Staff is only 2-3 days out in processing conditional licensure 17 

applications, unless late fees are required.  We started assessing late fees on     18 

October 1.    Renewal processing is approximately two weeks out. 19 

 20 

Financial Update:   21 

August 21 – Large fees are carryover from annual payments (i.e. NASDTEC, Google, 22 

fingerprint machines).  Payments made in FY21, but part of the contract goes into 23 

FY22. 24 

 25 

September financials have yet to be finalized.  These will be brought before the board 26 

at our December board meeting. 27 

 28 

Legislative Reception:   29 

Our legislative reception will be held on Thursday, January 13, 2022, in the Capitol 30 

Rotunda (7:30-9:00 a.m.).  The board meeting will follow at approximately 9:30 a.m. in 31 

the State Board Room of the Grimes Building.  The Board will have a dinner meeting 32 
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on Wednesday, January 12, 2022, to discuss talking points when addressing 1 

legislators at the reception. 2 

 3 

Rules 4 

Adopt:  5 

None. 6 

 7 

ARRC Review Pending: 8 

IAC 282 Chapter 11 Protected Speech (ARC 5934C)    9 

IAC 282 Chapters 20, 27 Renewal Units (ARC 5935C)    10 

IAC 282 Chapter 22 Charter School Administrator (ARC 5936C)    11 

IAC 282 Chapter 22 Substitute Authorization (ARC 5937C)   12 

IAC 282 Chapter 11, 12 Fees (ARC 5938C)      13 

IAC 282 Chapters 13, 16 Clean Up (ARC 5960C)  14 

 15 

Notice: 16 

None. 17 

 18 

Discussion: 19 

IAC 282 Chapter 13 Assessments, mathematics, interns, conditional licensure, MOD:  20 

These proposed amendments will remove the requirement for out of state applicants to 21 

pass the Iowa-mandated assessments as long as they have passed the required 22 

assessments in another state; The proposed rule will create a new endorsement - 5-12 23 

Mathematics - Basic which will allow the holder to teach algebra, geometry, statistics, 24 

and technology courses; The proposed amendments will allow the teacher intern 25 

program to expand to such endorsement areas as special education and ESL; The 26 

proposed amendment simplifies the criteria for obtaining a Class B license; The 27 

following proposed amendments provide more flexibility to obtain the MOC 28 

(multioccupations) endorsement. 29 

 30 

IAC 282 Chapter 18 Administrators prepared out of state:  This proposed amendment 31 

will remove coursework deficiencies for out of state administrator applicants who have 32 

at least five years of administrator experience.  33 
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Petition for Waiver 1 

None. 2 

 3 

Reports/Approvals 4 

Larry Bice reviewed the following reports:  Program Completers (for initial licensure) 5 

from Iowa Educator Preparation Programs - August 2021; Educator Program 6 

Completers by Endorsement - August 2021; People Recommended from an Iowa 7 

Institution -  July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021. 8 

 9 

There being no further business, Tony Voss moved, with a second by Larry Bice, to 10 

adjourn the meeting at 12:10 p.m.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 
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